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Abstract: Conveying architectural spaces, other than through personal experience, is difficult. While architectural
photography may help, it is essentially a static, 2D medium, to inform a 4D reality. Alternatively, a filming camera moving
through space helps to get a sense of people’s movement within a space, to get a sense of scale, of changing light, of sound.
Architectural filmmaking is also able to communicate multiple layers of complexity to the understanding of architecture, such
as drawings, animation, voice-over description, people’s testimonials, allusive music, and writing.
Why is this important, today more than ever? The transformation of the planet for 10-12 billion people will require the active
input of all its inhabitants. An understanding of architecture is critical to confront planetary challenges such as climate change,
sustainability, population growth, mobility, food production, conservation of natural spaces, visual pollution and overcrowding. No one can predict the future, but we can outline attainable goals. Documentaries can help to better understand the
world that surrounds us.

Figure 1. “As We Saw It” Series – Poster.

Figure 2 “How to Look
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Figure 3. “The Wright Way”

The needs for the future, as expressed in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development adopted by the United Nations Member
States in 2015, are an indication of the many problems that we face. However, important as the UN agenda is, we must look
much further ahead. 2050 is “tomorrow,” 2100 is “after-tomorrow.” With longevity likely to be extended beyond 100, the
babies born today are likely to be active healthy citizens of the world by the end of the century. What will we leave them as a
legacy? It is now time to go back and learn from Bruno Zevi “How to Look at Architecture.”
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