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Abstract: Conveying architectural spaces, other than through personal experience, is difficult. While architectural 
photography may help, it is essentially a static, 2D medium, to inform a 4D reality. Alternatively, a filming camera moving 
through space helps to get a sense of people’s movement within a space, to get a sense of scale, of changing light, of sound. 
Architectural filmmaking is also able to communicate multiple layers of complexity to the understanding of architecture, such 
as drawings, animation, voice-over description, people’s testimonials, allusive music, and writing. 
  
Why is this important, today more than ever? The transformation of the planet for 10-12 billion people will require the active 
input of all its inhabitants. An understanding of architecture is critical to confront planetary challenges such as climate change, 
sustainability, population growth, mobility, food production, conservation of natural spaces, visual pollution and over-
crowding. No one can predict the future, but we can outline attainable goals. Documentaries can help to better understand the 
world that surrounds us. 
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The needs for the future, as expressed in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development adopted by the United Nations Member 
States in 2015, are an indication of the many problems that we face. However, important as the UN agenda is, we must look 
much further ahead. 2050 is “tomorrow,” 2100 is “after-tomorrow.” With longevity likely to be extended beyond 100, the 
babies born today are likely to be active healthy citizens of the world by the end of the century. What will we leave them as a 
legacy? It is now time to go back and learn from Bruno Zevi “How to Look at Architecture.” 
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Rick Meghiddo is an architect and a filmmaker. For over three decades he practiced 
architecture in Los Angeles, Long Beach, Tel Aviv and Rome, together with his wife and partner, 
architect Ruth Meghiddo. The Meghiddo team produced innovative, sustainable, aesthetic, and 
budget-conscious work, looking at each project as an opportunity to rethink solutions to common 
problems. Their work has been published by many professional magazines. In 2000 the American 
Institute of Architects awarded their project of Senior Housing in Jaffa, Israel.  
Since 2012 Rick produced and published over eighty short documentaries. He also contributed 
with numerous documentaries and blogs to Cultural Weekly and The Times of Israel. In the last 
couple of years, he taught “How to Look at Architecture” at the Skirball Cultural Center in Los 



 
 
Angeles, and at the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (O.L.L.I.) at C.S.U.L.B. His presentations included the screening of 
pertinent architecture documentaries produced by him. 
  
Born in Argentina, he studied architecture at the Technion in Israel, has a Doctor of Architecture degree from the University 
of Rome, and a Master of Architecture and Urban Design degree from U.C.L.A. He chaired the Graduating Projects Program 
and Research on Artificial Islands at Israel’s Technion, mentored students on their graduating project and taught history of 
architecture at U.C. Irvine.  
 
He is fluent in Spanish, Italian, English, and Hebrew. Rick Meghiddo has been appointed by Long Beach’s Mayor Beverly 
O’Neill as Board Member of the Redevelopment Agency. His extra-curricular activities include the publication of six 
collections of poetry and of photography, inclusive of over 100 works by Frank Lloyd Wright. 
 
 
 


